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THE MUSICIANS' COMPANY AWARD FOR ORGANISTS 

(Formerly the W T Best Scholarship, founded in 1957) 

 

 
REGULATIONS 

 

The Award is open to any person resident at the time of application in the UK, aged between 

18 and 26 at the date of close of applications. It is a condition that non-British citizens must be 

ordinarily resident in the UK during the year of the Award. 

 

It is designed to give financial assistance for one year to a graduate organist of exceptional 

promise and to develop their career with a period of intensive further study. 

 

1. Announcements will be made, inviting graduate students, or young organists at the start 

of their professional careers, to apply to the Deputy Clerk of the Musicians’ Company 

assistant@wcom.org.uk to be considered for an audition for the Award. 

 

2. Each application shall be made on the appropriate form, as supplied by the Musicians' 

Company office or website https://wcom.org.uk/awards/organists/ . Two references must also 

be supplied. The date for receipt of completed applications will be 5th December 2025 for the 

2026-27 award. 

 

3. Auditions will take place at St George's Church, Hanover Square, London W1S 1FX on  

Tuesday 20th January 2026. There will be an opportunity to rehearse at the church during  the 

week preceding the audition. No reason shall be given in the event that an applicant is not 

selected for an audition. 

 

4. Each audition shall be of twenty minutes' duration and will include a prepared piece 

which in 2026 will be: 
 

J S Bach: Fantasia in C minor BWV 562 

(duration: ± 6’) 

 

 The audition will be followed by a short interview. 
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5. The Panel shall not be obliged to make an award. 

 

6. At the end of the period of the award, the holder will produce a report. 

 

7. Candidates must not be less than 18 nor more than 26 years of age at 5th December 

2025, the closing date for applications. 

 

8. The Award will be £6,000 and will be payable in three instalments in September 2026, 

January 2027 and April 2027.  

 

9. The winner of the Award will be invited to give a recital at the St Albans International 

Organ Festival. 

 

10. If the Award winner does not follow the course of study outlined in their application 

form, the Company has the right to review the Award and in such cases to withdraw it. 

 

11. Candidates not successful in the auditions in any one year may apply again in 

subsequent competitions, subject to the age limit (see Regulation 7). 

 

12. The Award winner will be invited to join the Musicians' Company Young Artists’ 

Programme for five years, and will subsequently be invited to become a Freeman of the 

Musicians’ Company for of a nominal charge of £50. (The Freedom is normally £450). 
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